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 Public Hearing on the 
               Town of Plum Proposed 2026 Budget 

Tuesday, November 11, 2025, beginning at 5:30 pm 

Approved 12/9/25 

 

1. Open Meeting Verification: 

The meeting was held at the Town Hall in Sayner and was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair 

Postuchow.  The meeting was duly called with the notice published in the Vilas County News 

Review on October 29, 2025 and posted at the Town Hall in Sayner, the US Sayner Post Office, 

the Plum Lake Library, the Town of Plum Lake website, as well as also placed on the digital sign 

on Highway 155 in Sayner. 

2. Roll Call: 

Chair Postuchow, Supervisor Eliason, Supervisor Rasmussen, Clerk Arnold, Treasurer Klager, 

and 49 other people were present. 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

4. Public Hearing: 

5. Citizen Comments, Questions & Concerns: 

Jim Thomas praised the work of the town board in regard to construction of a new Community 

Center.  He voiced his objection to the demolition of the Town Hall. 

Don Novac asked about the town’s road plans.  Supervisor Rasmussen explained that the town 

has adopted a 5 year road plan developed by the Public Safety Committee with leadership from 

Chuck Rasmussen.  The town is receiving funding to improve Deer Trail Court from the 2025-

2026  Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP).  Additional funding applications have been 

submitted for supplemental and discretionary money from the State of Wisconsin in a competitive 

process to make improvements to Froelich Drive and Razorback Rd. Supervisor Rasmussen said 

that the public is welcome to view the 2026-2030 Road Plan.  

Dale Buss asked why there was no budget increase for the public works employees.  Treasurer 

Klager said there is a 5% wage increase.  The previous budget was for 3 employees instead of the 

current staff of 2.  Buss also asked why there was no Medicare & Social Security expense for 

employees.  Treasurer Klager explained that this is recorded in a different line item.  

Dan Zellner discussed how many structures or places in town that he holds memories of in his 

heart in the town no longer exist. He suggested that those who are opposed to the demolition of 

the Town Hall put efforts into creating a memorial. 

John Maines stated that he disagrees with demolishing the town hall and wants the town to think 

about it for year. 

Michael Hornstien said that he thinks the assessed value of the town hall has increased as a result 

of the recent revaluation and asked the town to wait a year before demolishing. 

Bonnie Thomas suggested that the town hall could  make money for the town and be used for a 

new business.  She stated that she thinks the town hall could be preserved. 

Shane Zaruba asked if the demolition of the town hall would be happening if the new community 

center was not being constructed or if the Flexible Facilities grant had not been received.  Chair 



 

 

Postuchow stated No, it would not be.  Shane asked for a show of hands for people who were at 

the Annual Meeting in April of 2025 and a show of hands for those who were not in attendance.  

Shane further asked what the impact of making changes to contracts with the 15% fee for 

changing being assessed.  The following  were listed as things that would be impacted by making 

a change and not demolishing the town hall by the town board: Architect, Engineering,  Paving & 

Septic.  He also expressed concern about the asbestos contained in the tar based coating of each 

block possibly leaching into the groundwater. 

Dale Buss asked is the Mill Rate has been set?  Treasurer Klager said that he is waiting on 

documents from Vilas County. 

Jim Thomas stated that Budgets and contracts can be changed and fee such as the 15% can be 

waived.  Supervisor Rasmussen and Chair Postuchow stated that there would be multiple 

contracts that would need to be changed not only the general contractor, Wickman Construction if 

changes were to be made to keep the town hall building. 

Sheehan Donahue said that she voted at the April 2025 Annual Meeting to demolish the Town 

Hall after listening to the presentation by the Community Center Committee with a heavy heart.  

She believes it is wrong to reverse what the outcome of that annual meeting vote put in place.  

She also pointed out that Veterans will be honored with a remembrance wall in the new 

community building. 

Ida Nemec said that for many years the library was located in the basement of town hall building 

and she has many memories there. But ultimately the new library is more accessible and visible to 

the community and it is better to not hold on to the way things used to be. 

Bonnie Thomas asked if the septic for the town hall is tied to the community building?  Chair 

Postuchow answered that it is not tied to the community building but that it needs to be replaced. 

Because it collapsed during this past summer. 

Dick Govier asked that those opposed to the town hall demolition to put their energy into 

supporting the new community center. 

Adjournment: 

Hearing no further questions or comments by citizens Motion to Adjourn was made by Supervisor 

Rasmussen.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Eliason.  Motion passed unanimously 

The hearing was adjourned at 6:10pm. 

 

These minutes were taken at the Public Hearing on the Town of Plum Lake 2026 Budget held on the 11th 

day of November, 2026, and were entered in this Record Book by:  T. Arnold, Clerk 
 
 


